The autopsy crisis reexamined: the case for a national autopsy policy.
The use of autopsy in medical practice in the United States has declined drastically over the past 25 years. Physicians conduct post-mortem examinations on less than 12 percent of persons who die in hospitals and on proportionally far fewer people who die at home. Without due assessment of causes of death, pathologists lose opportunities to conduct critical diagnostic exercises, and society fails to obtain accurate health statistics. Medical practitioners, legislators, insurers, and the public should consider diverse features of a national policy for assuring that sufficient numbers of autopsies are competently performed and their findings appropriately employed.